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What I learned
There are a few things I have learned so far, both from myself, and historically. I have found the reason for my dislike of history; the details. I tend to look at the big picture and generalize things; I put them into compartments so it’s easier for me to remember. This doesn’t do so well with a history class, where it seems that it’s all about the details. You must remember dates and names, two things I’m terrible at. I enjoyed reading the first two chapters of our textbook, and assumed that since I understood the general idea of what I learned, that I was prepared for the quiz; this was not the case. Having such a close time restriction contributed to my panic at not having the answers memorized, I’m going to have to focus more than usual to be able to succeed in this class. 
Historically, I didn’t realize that the biggest contribution to the downfall of American Indians was disease. I grew up learning that we traded blankets that carried polio and other diseases that killed some Natives, but I did not realize how big of an impact it had been. I also never questioned why we fought Briton, if Columbus discovered America – who was not British. I will have to learn to be curious about details, instead of simply learning the facts I believe to be important to move along the course, I see now that there are important things to learn from our history.
Lastly, I know what I don’t know; I don’t know how to adequately analyze a paper. I believe the paper I turned in might possibly be too much of a summary of what I read, rather than an analyzation, I came to this conclusion when I replied to a classmate about their analyzation of the same document I wrote about. I felt that I was giving more of an analytical point of view in my response, than I did in my actual paper, and not having analyzed a document before, I am not quite certain yet. I see how this is a very important skill, and it’s something that I would like to improve. 

